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Brain damage released Dahl’s creativity

Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

The macabre workings of Roald Dahls
mind that manifested themselves in the
grotesque villains of his childrens
stories may owe as much to chance as
his genius,

Theauthor’s doctor believes that the
cruel aunts of James and the Giant
Peach, and the misanthropic title
characters in The Twits, might never
have entered Dahls work had he not
suffered a serious head injury during
the Second World War.

The author liked to tell friends that
his creativity n after a “big bang on
the head” when he crashed his Gloster
Gladiator fighter in the desert in Libya
in 1940, but most people assumed Kc
was being fanciful.

Tom Solomon, who became friends
with Dahl when he treated the writer in
the last three weeks of life in 1990,
believes that Dahl’s story was correct,
albeit for the wrong reasons.

The professor, w
B now a specialist in
neurology at the Uni-
versity of Liverpool,
said that Dahl liked
the idea of sudden ar-
tistic  output syn-
drome, a condition in
which someone with
no interest in art
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